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America’s seniors by cosponsoring the Social
Security Preservation Act.

FLOWER  MOUND RANKS TTH
AMONG MOST TECHNOLOGY-AD-
VANCED CITIES

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
honor to recognize Flower Mound, TX, for
being acknowledged as the 7th most tech-
nology-advanced city with a population of
30,000 to 74,999, by the Center for Digital
Government. The ranking was based on the
2004 Digital Cities Survey that examines how
city governments are using digital technology
to become more efficient and communicate
with residents.

The survey and ranking determined by the
Center asked more than 600 mayors, man-
agers and chief information officers to partici-
pate asking 24 questions focusing on imple-
mentation, adoption of online service delivery,
planning and governance, and the network
that allows cities to make the move to digital
government.

Flower Mound plans to continue on its track
of providing excellent government services
electronically by installing a new data delivery
system; implementing a voiceover internet
tool; and adding mobile computer systems into
the Flower Mound Police Department squad
cars. All of these improvements show an
amazing commitment to the future of tech-
nology and government.

| am proud to say that | am a resident of
Flower Mound, and | would like to offer my
congratulations to the Town of Flower Mound,
Chief Information Officer Dustin Malcolm and
Mayor Jody Smith.

ORGANIC FARMING IS ALIVE AND
THRIVING IN VERMONT

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, | want to bring
to the attention of this body, and the Nation,
the wonderful work that has been done by the
Northeast Organic Farming Association
(NOFA), and in particular the wonderful work
its affiliate does in Vermont.

In a time when the family farm is under
great destructive pressures, in a time when
agribusiness blindly ignores the potential for
damage that accompanies chemical pesticides
and GMOs, in a time when corporate agri-
culture ignores the need to sustain and replen-
ish the soil that sustains life, there are those
who fight to maintain a good, healthy, ongoing
source of food for all of us.

NOFA Vermont has been fighting, and con-
tinues to fight, for family farms, for responsible
husbandry of the soil, for a secure and health-
ful food supply.

NOFA Vermont has been in existence for
over 30 years, and is one of the oldest organic
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farming associations in the entire United
States. The Vermont chapter, one of seven
state chapters in the northeastern region of
the United States, currently has over 1,000
members. It has been a sustaining force for
the 333 certified organic growers and pro-
ducers in our New England state. They sell
their produce and products in 52 farmers mar-
kets in Vermont, to local groceries and food
stores, to grocery chains operating in
Vermont, and indeed to distributors nation-
wide. In an especially noteworthy develop-
ment, they have forged new relations with
local buyers, and new distribution networks,
through the formation of 42 Community Sup-
ported Agriculture (CSA) farms which provide
food directly to consumers on an ongoing and
regular basis.

NOFA Vermont's dual commitment is to
local agriculture and to organic agriculture. It
strives to be a steward of the soil, a preserver
of the ongoing vitality of the environment, a
proponent for healthy and nutritious foods.
Through education, organic certification and
technical assistance it strengthens the agricul-
tural community in Vermont. Through its ef-
forts to sustain community food security, and
to promote both the marketing of organic prod-
ucts and the development of new markets, like
the farmers markets and CSAs | mentioned a
few minutes ago, it builds a stronger presence
for healthful foods in Vermont.

It is important that we take time to recognize
the individuals and organizations which not
only nourish—in every way—our present, but
look forward with vision to creating a strong
and sustainable world for our grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. NOFA Vermont, and
its hundreds of members, nourish us and
show us the shape of a vital, vibrant and
human-centered future.

————

HONORING PACIFIC NORTHWEST
NATIONAL LABORATORY

HON. DOC HASTINGS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, on January 4, 1965, Battelle was selected
by the federal government to manage and op-
erate what was then called the Hanford Lab-
oratories, and is now called the Pacific North-
west National Laboratory. | congratulate PNNL
as it celebrates its 40th anniversary. PNNL is
a unique asset to my congressional district, to
Washington State, to the Pacific Northwest
and to the entire nation.

In 1965, Battelle committed to create a ro-
bust research operation in the State of Wash-
ington. It has absolutely delivered on its com-
mitment. In the last 40 years, the number of
staff at the lab has tripled, and business has
increased from $20 million in 1965 to more
than $600 million in 2004. As a leader in inno-
vation, PNNL is an enduring asset in the Tri-
Cities with many spinoff companies and tech-
nologies. As such, the laboratory continues to
build collaborations with the region’s colleges
and universities and other scientific enter-
prises.

With major contributions to national science
and technology programs, especially in recent
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years on homeland and national security, the
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory is a val-
uable national asset and a vital part of re-
gional efforts to create better jobs and
strengthen our economy.

Since 1965, Battelle has contributed more
than $13 million to not-for-profit organizations
in the region. Battelle has also invested more
than $125 million in facilities and equipment at
its campus in Richland. And as testimony to
its excellent stewardship of the lab, PNNL
continues to receive “Outstanding” ratings for
management of the lab by the Department of
Energy. It recently received its seventh con-
secutive Outstanding rating.

As we look back on this exceptional record,
we can also look forward with anticipation to
Battelle’s continued leadership at PNNL. With
the world class staff and resources at the lab,
and Battelle’s excellent management, there is
no limit to what can be done.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to close by sharing
the strong feelings that all of us have in the
Tri-Cities and the State of Washington—
Battelle is a great employer, a great corporate
citizen, and we look forward to many more
years of its presence and commitment to a

better Washington, a prosperous Pacific
Northwest, and a safer world.
————

CONGRATULATIONS TO COACH G.A.
MOORE ON RETIRING AS TEXAS’
ALL-TIME MOST WINNING COACH

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Coach G.A. Moore, Texas  all-
time winningest high school football coach, on
his retirement.

Coach Moore won over 412 victories and 8
state championships in 42 seasons. Moore
coached 39 of his 42 seasons at two places,
Pilot Point, Texas, in my district and his alma
mater, and in Celina, Texas. Mr. Moore also
ranks an impressive 3rd on the nation’s all-
time wins list, and most recently led Pilot Point
to an 8-3 record this season.

| congratulate Dr. Boothe for his lasting
dedication to the honored Texas tradition of
high school football. Best wishes to Coach
Moore on his retirement.

——————

JUSTICE AND EQUITY FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE UNITED STATES
MERCHANT MARINE

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, |
rise today to correct an injustice that has been
inflicted upon a group of World War Il vet-
erans, the World War Il United States Mer-
chant Mariners.

World War 1l Merchant Mariners suffered
the highest casualty rate of any of the
branches of service while they delivered
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troops, tanks, food, airplanes, fuel and other
needed supplies to every theater of the war.

Compared to the large number of men and
women serving in World War Il, the numbers
of the Merchant Mariners were small, but their
chance of dying during service was extremely
high. Enemy forces sank over 800 ships be-
tween 1941 and 1944 alone.

Unfortunately, this group of brave men were
denied their rights under the G.I. Bill of Rights
that Congress enacted in 1945. All those who
served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force or Coast Guard were recipients of bene-
fits under the G.I. Bill. The United States Mer-
chant Marine was not included.

The Merchant Marine became the forgotten
service. For four decades, no effort was made
to recognize the contribution made by this
branch of the Armed Services. The fact that
Merchant Seamen had borne arms during
wartime in the defense of their country
seemed not to matter.

No legislation to benefit merchant seamen
was passed by Congress until 1988 when the
Seaman Acts of 1988 finally granted them the
a “watered down” G.l. Bill of Rights. Some
portions of the G.I. Bill have never been made
available to veterans of the Merchant Marine.

In addition, they still have not received prop-
er recognition as veterans for Social Security
purposes. If they had the “veteran” designa-
tion, their Social Security would be calculated
as if they had earned $160 more a month than
they did earn during their time in service in the
Merchant Marines. Of course, what this means
is a smaller Social Security check, now that
they are retired.

While it is impossible to make up for over
40 years of unpaid benefits, | propose a bill
that will acknowledge the service of the vet-
erans of the Merchant Marine and offer com-
pensation for years and years of lost benefits.
H.R. 28, the “Belated Thank You to the Mer-
chant Mariners of World War Il Act of 2004”,
will pay each eligible veteran a monthly benefit
of $1000, and that payment would also go to
their surviving spouses. It will also give them
the Social Security that they are due by pro-
viding them with the status of “veteran” under
the Social Security Act.

The average age of Merchant Marine vet-
erans is now 81. Many have outlived their sav-
ings. An increase in their Social Security and
a monthly benefit to compensate for the loss
of nearly a lifetime of ineligibility for the Gi Bill
would be of comfort and would provide some
measure of security for veterans of the Mer-
chant Marine.

| owe a debt of gratitude to lan Allison of
Santa Rosa, California and Henry Van Gemert
of Palmetto, Florida who are Co-Chairs of the
Just Compensation Committee of the U.S.
Merchant Marine Combat Veterans, and to
Ted Metula of Lemon Grove, California for
bringing this issue to my attention.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting and cosponsoring this legislation. We
can fix the injustices endured by our Nation’s
Merchant Marines by passing H.R. 23 as
quickly as possible!
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HONORING RAY STRONG ON HIS
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
pay tribute to the artistic contributions of Ray
Strong, on the occasion of his 100th Birthday.

Ray Strong has contributed to the Santa
Barbara community not only through his art,
but also through his passion and commitment
to education and his dedication to the preser-
vation of our environment. His generosity has
touched many, including those young artists
fortunate enough to paint with Ray as part of
the Oak Group. Ray Strong has assisted in
raising money for a number of environmental
causes and has brought awareness to many
conservation issues through his work.

In addition to exhibiting throughout the
United States, Ray Strong’s work is held in the
permanent collection of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. | am fortunate to have had some of
Ray’s pieces grace the walls of all three of my
Congressional district offices. Locally, Ray has
been honored by Santa Barbara Beautiful and
is revered by many in this community for his
generosity, spectacular talent and his passion
for our physical environment.

Ray Strong’s enthusiastic dedication to re-
cording the landscape around us reminds me
just how precious our natural surroundings
are. His commitment to environmental causes
and his contributions to the American realist
tradition are commendable. Ray Strong is a
talented artist, generous teacher and role
model to many. | am privileged to know Ray
and | continue to be awed by his many tal-
ents.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN D.W.
REILEY

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor John D.W. Reiley and to recognize the
many contributions he has made to the city of
Pottsville, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
and the world. He knows no limits in his serv-
ice and commitment to the people and com-
munities he has touched over the years.

John D.W. Reiley was born and raised in
Pottsville, Pennsylvania, where he still resides
today. He is a graduate of Pottsville Catholic
High School and Saint Joseph’s University,
Philadelphia.

After serving with the United States Army in
the U.S. and Germany, he was associated
with Reiley’s Stores, Inc. in Pottsville. In May
1976, he was named Secretary of the Penn-
sylvania Liquor Control Board, and he served
in that capacity to the present time.

As a lifelong resident of Pottsville, Mr.
Reiley has been active in the Greater Potts-
ville Winter Carnival, serving as its first presi-
dent. A member of the Pottsville Lions, he is
a past President and past District Governor.
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He is currently Co-Chairman of Pottsville
Cruise Night and is a Director of the Union
Bank and Trust Company, UBT Realty, and
the Schuylkill County Motor Club, the Pennsyl-
vania League of Cities and Municipalities, and
Penn Prime Insurance.

In 1969, he was appointed to Pottsville City
Council. He was re-elected later that year and
again in 1973.

He is also a member of Robert R. Wodbury
Post #67 American Legion; Ancient Order of
Hibernians, JFK Division (#2); Catholic War
Veterans Post No. 1051; Knights of Columbus
Council No. 431; Schuylkill Chapter of the Na-
tional Football Foundation and College Hall of
Fame; and the Yorkville Hose & Fire Com-
pany.

Mr. Reiley is a past President of the Potts-
ville Merchants Association and past member
of the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania
Retailers Association and the Pottsville Li-
brary.

In March 2000, he was appointed Mayor of
Pottsville, completing the term of his son Ter-
ence, who lost a five-year battle with leukemia
while in office. In November 2001, John was
re-elected to a full term.

He is married to the former Agnes
McGowan, and is the father of Hugh Reiley
and the late Terry Reiley.

——
75TH ~ ANNIVERSARY OF  ST.
FRANCIS XAVIER  CATHOLIC
CHURCH
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor and enthusiasm that | congratu-
late St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church as
they join together in the celebration of their
75th anniversary. The festivities will begin on
Saturday, January 8, 2005. The parish com-
munity of St. Francis will also host a variety of
activities throughout the entire year of 2005.

In 1882 there were two churches, Catholic
and Methodist that existed in Lake Station, In-
diana. The first Catholic Church was located
at a Way Station on the Stage Line that oper-
ated between Michigan and Joliet. It stood on
the identical spot which the present church
now occupies. The Way Station was listed on
railroad bulletins as Lake Station. The Michi-
gan Central Railroad was built from Detroit to
Chicago in 1852, and at this time the structure
was not known as a parish church but as a
chapel. This building was in existence before
the railroad. The original bell from the struc-
ture was stored when the building was razed
and is now still in use at the present church.

Father Francis Xavier Guerre was the pas-
tor of St. Mary of the Lake in Miller, Indiana.
He was persuaded to start a mission parish in
East Gary. Father Guerre founded the mission
parish of St. Francis Xavier in 1930, and
Bishop John F. Noll dedicated the church in
1931. The name St. Francis Xavier was in
honor of Father Guerre’s patron saint. The
parish continued as a mission until 1941,
when Bishop appointed Father Francis Quinn
as its resident pastor.
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